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187 b. C. Bacchante was the name given gen-
erally to a female taking part in such feasts
and processions.
BACCIO BELLA POETA, Idh'cho del'lah
por'tah. See bartolommeo, fra.
BACH, la1iK} johann sebastian (1685-
1750), the earliest of the German composers
of first rank. Because of his influence on
the great musicians who followed him, he is
sometimes called the "master of masters."
Descended from a long line of musicians, he
was early trained in the art and soon distin-
guished himself. In 1703 he was engaged as
a player at the court at Weimar and subse-
quently held an appointment at Leipzig. As
a player on the harpsichord and organ he had
no equal among his contemporaries; but it
was not till a century after his death that his
greatness as a composer was fully recognized.
His compositions include studies for the or-
gan, piano, stringed and keyed instruments;
church cantatas; oratorios; masses, and pas-
sion music. It is as a composer for, and per-
former upon, the organ that his fame is most
secure, and especially through his fugues,
which are considered the most perfect ever
written. More than fifty musical performers
have proceeded from this family. All of his
eleven sons were distinguished musicians.
BACH'ELLER, irving (1859- ), an
American novelist, born at Pierpont, N. Y.
He was graduated at Saint Lawrence Uni-
versity and was connected successively with
various daily papers in New York City as
reporter. Before 1900 he also wrote for
periodicals, published two books and con-
ducted a syndicate for supplying magazines
with literary material. His Eben Holden,
D'ri and I and Barrel of the Blessed Isles,
each with a setting near his early home,
achieved a success which was not increased
by a later novel, Vergilius, picturing Rome
at the beginning of the Christian era.
Among later novels were Silas Strong, The
Handmade Gentleman, The Master, Keeping
Up with Lizzie, Charge It, The Prodigal Vil-
lage and A Man for the Ages.
BACHELOR'S BUTTON, a name given
to the double-flowering buttercup, with white
or yellow blossoms, and to the common blue
cornflower, as well as to other species whose
flower heads resemble buttons.
BACHELOR'S DEGREE, the title, honor
or distinction, represented by an engraved
certificate, conferred upon a student in col-
lege or university upon completion of a pre-
 scribed course of study extending, usually,
through four years. It is referred to as the
undergraduate degree and the baccalaureate
degree.
Some schools confer but one bachelor's de-
gree, that of bachelor of arts (B. A. or A. B.).
Others reserve this distinction for those
whose courses have comprised Greeli and
Latin, and upon others confer the degrees of
bachelor of science (S. B. or B. S.), bachelor
of philosophy (B. Ph. or Ph. B.), bachelor of
letters (B. L.) or bachelor of law (LL. B.).
The most advanced schools seldom recognize
the degree of bachelor of letters. See mas-
ter's degree.
BACILLUS, basil'lus, the name applied
to certain minute, rodlike organisms, form-
ing one of the three principal classes of bac-
teria which often appear in putrefactions.
One bacillus is believed to be the cause of
tubercles in the lung, and is thought to be
present in all cases of consumption. See
bacteria and bacteriology.
BACK'GAMMON, a game played by two
persons upon a board, made for the purpose.
Each end of the board has six points colored
alternately red and black. Each of the two
players has fifteen "men," or checkers. Two
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dice are used, and the throw from these de-
termines the number of the point on which
a man can be placed; or, after all have been
placed, the number of points it can be moved
onward or the point from which, it can be
thrown of: in the fourth section* The game
is won by the player who first moves all meK
from point to point around the table and
throws them off from the last section. At

